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Our premiere location is 

framed by magnificent views 
of the Guadalupe River. 
Whether you choose to take 
in the captivating interior de-
sign, or the beauty of a Hill 
Country sunset from our 
outdoor venue, the charm 
of this magnificent setting is 
captivating.
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The Marquardt Ranch is 

ideal for workshops, confer-
ences, luncheons and Hill 
Country Weddings. Our 
5,500 square foot building 
combines the essence of a 
traditional chapel, reception 
facility, and a conventional 

business hall.
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Two bell towers serve as 
gracious suites for the bride 
and groom. The tower bal-
conies, located above the tree 
line, provide the perfect set-
ting for Outdoor Hill Coun-
try Weddings in Texas and 
those quiet moments and 
memorable sunset photos.

Landscaped terraces pro-
vide an intimate pre-func-
tion, ceremony, and event 
area. The true beauty of the 
Marquardt Ranch is expe-
rienced through it’s natural 
connection with the beautiful 
Guadalupe River. The out-
door ceremony site provides 

a priceless backdrop for wed-
ding photos.
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Every year, brides on 
TheKnot.com vote for their 
favorite local wedding pro-
fessionals, and this year, we 
were again voted a Best of 
Weddings winner!
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Engaged couples must make assorted important decisions with regards to their wedding day. 
For some, the process of planning a wedding can be overwhelming, while others revel in each and 
every decision.

Among the many decisions couples must make is which venue to use for their reception. The 
wedding reception venue is where most of the day will be spent, and where the majority of the 
people will do their mingling. When looking for a wedding venue, there are a number factors to 
take into consideration.

The Accommodations
The facility itself should be able to accommodate the wedding size. Some weddings are gran-

diose events with large guests lists, while others are more understated and intimate, with only a 
small number of family and friends in attendance. Couples should know which type of wedding 
they will be having, and should have at least an estimate figure in mind of the number of guests 
before visiting any facilities. Once that estimate has been made, look for a facility that can com-
fortably accommodate that number of people, and ideally find one that has a done so in the past. 
Couples won’t want a facility where everyone is crammed together, nor will they want one where 
a relatively small number of guests are in a large ballroom with lots of empty space.

More minor details regarding the facility must also be considered. Ask if the facility is handi-
capped accessible. If the wedding is in the warmer months, make sure the venue is air conditioned. 
Since most weddings have a break in between the ceremony and the reception, ask if the facility 
has a room in which the bride and groom can freshen up before the reception begins.

The Date
Couples may choose the date of their wedding based on the availability of a church they attend 

or a specific wedding officiant they want to perform their ceremony. Once that date has been 
chosen, it’s time to look for a reception venue. Couples who have a specific venue in mind might 
want to ask about the venue’s availability before settling on a wedding date. When seeking out a 
reception venue, ask if the venue has any other events scheduled for that day. Some couples prefer 
to have the facility all to themselves and their guests.

The Location
The facility’s location should be a priority. Couples won’t want their guests to have to drive too 

far from the wedding ceremony to the reception venue or from the reception venue back to the 
hotel. Since many wedding guests come from out of town, they likely won’t know the area well 
and could get lost if the facility is too far away from their hotel. Keep things simple by finding a 
reception venue that’s close to the hotel or hotels where guests will be staying.

The Hours
Couples who want their receptions to last into the wee hours should inquire about the facility’s 

hourly rate. A typical reception lasts five or six hours. If couples want to go beyond that, they 
might have to pay an hourly rate. Ask if the facility charges an hourly rate or if the venue can 
simply be rented for as long as the party keeps going.

The Price
Many facilities offer a flat rate to rent the venue. When discussing the rate, be sure to ask what’s 

included. Will food, flowers, venue decor, and even staff tips be included in the rental fee? If not, 
is there room for negotiation? When facilities expand the services they include in their rental fee, 
that can save couples substantial amounts of money.

When choosing a reception venue, couples must consider a host of factors that stretch beyond 
a venue’s aesthetic appeal.

Finding the right venue
for your wedding reception
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Mi Casa is the perfect place to host 
your next special event or party!  

We offer an entertaining and relax-
ing atmosphere with  a little bit of 
something for everyone!  Enjoy our 
delicious  home cooked Tex-Mex while 
listening to live music and enjoying a 
little bit of Mexico right here in the 

Texas Hill Country.  
We offer a variety of party dishes 

from tamales to fajitas,  tacos to enchi-
ladas.

Mi Casa Tamales
25930 IH-10 West

210-698-6672
www.TamalesMiCasa.com
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Angelo’s Catering
Angelo’s Restaurant

for 30 years
in Leon Springs is now

in the catering business!

• Business Parties

• Family GatherinGs

210.549.2149

Still the Best Italian food in the area! 
Try us &  you  will see

~ Reasonable Prices ~

830.388.2964 • 830.388.2965

• Weddings & Receptions
• Company Events • Family Gathering
• In-House Catering - Package Deals

Ask For John 210-269-2278
www.nelsoncitydancehall.net

Nelson City Dance Hall & Party Ranch
1/2 Mile OFF IH-10 Exit #533 Welfare Rd.

(Between Boerne & Comfort)
Available for your Special Occasion!

Make your event one to remember!

SERVICES &
SPECIALTY SERVICES   

· Large inventory of fresh flowers
· Tropicals · Plants 

· European/dish gardens 
· Contemporary and traditional arrangements 

· High-style floral arrangements 
· Weddings · Sympathy designs

 ·  Gourmet and fruit baskets 
· Chocolates · Gift baskets

· Greeting cards · Jewelry and Gifts 

31007 IH-10 W., Ste. 103 • Boerne, TX
(between Boerne Toyota and Boo Dawgs)

830.443.4134 • 210.338.8430 
www.anemptyvaseflowers.com • info@anemptyvaseflowers.com

Fresh Flowers

WE’VE MOVED!!!
We have a new location

with a wonderful showroom 
of flowers, plants, and gifts.   

Come see us in our new shop! 
$5 Off - $25 PuRChASE

5-Day
Fresh Guarantee

On all an empty Vase arranGements

An Empty Vase Flow-
ers and Gifts is celebrat-

ing their 14th Anniver-
sary with a new location 
at 31007 IH-10 West in 
Boerne, between Boerne 
Toyota and Boo Dawgs. 
An Empty Vase is known 
for their quality, unique 
designs,  and friendly 
service. All arrangements 
come with a 5 day fresh 
guarantee and are de-
signed by one of two Tex-
as Certified Master Flo-
rists with over 50 years 
combined experience. An 
Empty Vase is open Mon-
Fri 9am-6 pm and Satur-
day 9 am - 2 pm. 

Stop by to see their new 

showroom, call 830-443-
4134,  or visit anemp-
tyvaseflowers.com today!

An Empty Vase
31007 IH-10 W., Ste 103

Boerne, TX
830.443.4134
210.338.8430

anemptyvaseflowers.com

An Empty Vase Flowers
celebrates 14th anniversary

Corporate Events
Planning, rentals, site selection, budget 
management, transportation, team 
building and more for all your 
corporate or government functions.
Printing and Invitations
Custom discount printing services 
for all your event needs.
 

Please contact us with your questions.
We would love to hear from you!

210-827-2419
www.parties-by-design.com • Charlene@Parties-By-Design.com

Weddings
Planning, rentals, coordination, site selection, budget and timeline, 
vendors, contracts, and more for your unique wedding.
Social Events
Planning, rentals, helpful tips, custom celebrations, and more 
for any social occasion.

Parties by Design is an event 
planning and rental company 
based in Boerne, Texas.  Boerne 
native and owner, Charlene 
McAngus takes pride in hav-
ing served the Boerne and sur-
rounding areas for eight years.   
Parties by Design Consultants 
understand the unique needs 
that make an event special and 
memorable.  Our goal is to make 
the planning as much fun as the 
party and allow the host to feel 
like a guest at their own event.

“It was my dream and the 
dreams of my daughter. Her smile 
was radiant as was David’s. I 
would have missed many of those 
and much more without your 
help. Thank you so much.” - Phyllis 
(Mother of the Bride)

Parties by Design provides 

equipment for all types of 
events, from a small social gath-
ering to a large ranch wedding.  
Parties by Design is happy to 
customize planning services to 
meet your needs.   A wide ar-
ray of rental items are available, 
such as tables, chairs, place set-
tings, custom linens and more.   
We also offer personalized prod-
ucts including invitations and 
napkins.

“First of all, THANK YOU!! For 
everything!! You were amazing 
and everything went so smoothly! 
Couldn’t have done it without 
you! It was perfect, and there 
wasn’t one thing I would have 
changed!” –Elizabeth (Bride)

Visit the Parties by Design 
website www.parties-by-design.
com to view products and pric-

ing, read the party planning tips, 
and see a few photos from past 
events.  Contact Parties by De-
sign for any of your event plan-
ning and rental needs.  Let your 
Celebrations begin with Parties 
by Design!

Making the planning as 
much fun as the party

Charlene McAngus

Joey Tupa

Victrola DJ
victroladj@gmail.com

210.827.3476

echoes from The pasT
Vintage Victrola Music froM the 1920’s-50’s

Happy Hours • Wedding Receptions • Social Hours 
Trade Shows • Themed Events • Music Classes

Assisted Living Centers • Senior Groups

Free consultations available.

210.872.8746
jen@cowgirlsunlimited.com

The Original Bartending Service
of  San Antonio & Surrounding Areas 

Celebrating over 10 years of Success 
Events we bartend and cater include(but not limited to):

Weddings • Sportsmans Banquets • Corporate Parties and Conventions
Casino Parties • Birthdays • Anniversaries • Retirement • Reunions

Galas • Graduations • Holiday Parties • Quinceaneras/Sweet 16
Rodeos/Western Events • And many other special days and events

 Services we offer include:
CASH Bars • OPEN (hosted) Bars • Combination Bars

Soda Bar Setups Only • Bartenders Only
Rentals:

Portable Bars • Margarita Machines • Keg Purchases • Ice Luges

 From Casual Parties to Formal events,
let us serve Your next sPeCial DaY! 

TABC #MB-617209

Almost as long as there 
have been bridal gowns, 
white or ivory have been the 
colors of choice for first-time 
brides. These light hues rep-
resent the purity and inno-

cence of the bride. Although 
a few brides-to-be choose 
to forego wedding white for 
something a bit more flashy 
-- like pink or yellow gowns 
-- a popular trend today is to 

wear gowns with accents of 
black or other deep colors to 
add dimension to the white 
canvas.

Considering the groom 
and groomsmen will be 
dressed in black tuxedos, 
black accents on a wedding 
gown have been growing in 
popularity and add a for-
mal, regal look to a wedding. 
Darker color embellish-
ments can add drama to a 
gown. Another advantage is 
they can call out pattern or 
adornments not easily seen 
on a white-on-white gown. 
Furthermore, deep colors 
against the white backdrop 
of the gown show well in 
photography, particularly 
the black-and-white journal-
istic style that is very trendy 
as well.

Women shopping for 
bridal gowns who are con-
sidering colored accents 

should be careful that these 
embellishments are subtle 
and do not overwhelm the 
gown -- or the person who 
will be wearing it! Popular 
enhancements include ap-
pliques on the bodice or the 
train of the gown. Another 
idea is to select a white gown 
and then tie a black bow or 
sash around the waist or put 
a lace shrug over bare shoul-
ders. Black-and-white lace 
gloves are also an option for 
those who want to add just a 
little splash of dimension.

The same concept can be 
applied to any accent color. 
Burgundy or plum colors 
also work well to add the 
contrast of dark against light 
and aren’t as extreme as 
black. Some brides can also 
opt for a paler, more pastel 
shade to serve as an accom-
paniment to the white gown. 
Many times the accent col-

ors chosen are replicated in 
the hue of the bridesmaids’ 
gowns, so the entire wedding 
party looks cohesive.

Because the spectacle will 
be the beauty of the gown, 

it’s best to carry a neutral-
colored bouquet in a small 
size. Or, a black-and-white 
gown can be accented with a 
small nosegay of red flowers 
or roses.

Colorful accents chic for this year’s bridal gowns

Wedding Events
• 4 Seasons of Weddings- January 26, 5:00 - 9:00 pm. (1 day 
event). Boulder Springs, 1723 Herbelin Rd, New Braunfels.
• Grandberry Hills Open House - January 28, 11:00 am 
- 4:00 pm. (1 day event). Granberry Hills, 6390 Granberry, 
San Antonio. Admission is FREE!
• Champagne & Cupcakes Mixer - February 2, 6:30 - 8:30 
pm. (1 day event). Kate’s Next Door Cafe, 2512 Main Ave., 
San Antonio. FREE.
• Eve of Milady Trunk Show - February 10, 10:30 am - 6:30 
pm. (2 day event). Sposa Mia Bridal, 912 N. 10th St., McAl-
len. free.
• Enzoani West Coast Trunk Show - February 12, 10:00 
am. (3 day event). Sposa Mia Bridal, 912 N. 10th St.
McAllen. No cost. Please call for appointment.
• Say, “I DO,” at the San Antonio Zoo - February 14, 5:30 
- 9:00 pm. (1 day event). San Antonio Zoo, 3903 North St. 
Mary’s Street, San Antonio.  $1000.
• San Antonio’s Bridal Extravaganza - September 23, 
noon - 5:00 pm. (1 day event). Henry B. Gonzalez Conven-
tion Center, 200 E. Market Street, San Antonio. $14
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Creating a British-Themed 
Event

Hop across the pond with this new 
trend in event planning with help from a 
local British restaurant and pub.

Party Like a Princess
If there is one thing for certain, the 

Brits sure know how to throw a party. 
We saw this firsthand with the recent 
Royal Wedding of Prince William and 
Kate Middleton. Since the nuptials, Brit-
ish-themed events have been popping up 
across the states.

Whether you’re throwing the Wedding 
of the Century, Bridal Shower, Bache-
lorette Party, or Rehearsal Dinner, we’ve 
got just the place (and team) to help you 
make your event absolutely smashing!

Location, Location, 
Location

First things first. The venue sets the 
tone for your party. And we’ve found a 
place in San Antonio where you will feel 
like you’ve just stepped into London: 
The Lion & Rose British Restaurant & 
Pub (210.878.0034, www.TheLionan-
dRose.com).  

Its unique atmosphere complete with 
handmade wood décor, etched glass and 
rich details creates a memorable experi-
ence for your friends and family. Each 
Lion & Rose offers guests a private din-
ing room, perfect for Rehearsal Dinners 
and Bridal Showers.

British Fare
A traditional menu is very important 

when creating a British-themed event. 
Not a master of UK cuisine? No prob-

lem. The Lion & Rose offers a menu full 
of authentic British appetizers, entrees 
and desserts. They can guide you with 
customized menus for your group, as 
well as provide a private area for your 
event.   

Catering fit for Royalty
The Lion & Rose will also bring the 

party to you with off-site catering at the 
venue of your choice! Their fabulous pub 
menu, along with a sophisticated cater-
ing menu, and a wide variety of beers, 
liquors, wines and spirits, are mobile and 
available for your dining (and drinking) 
pleasure. (See the catering menu at The-
LionandRoseCatering.com)

The experienced team at The Lion & 
Rose Catering helps their clients each step 
of the way; assisting them in planning 
and executing special occasions, as well 
as offering recommendations to ensure all 
aspects of their events are covered.

Double the Fun
If you’ve been to London, you’ve 

probably seen double decker buses cruis-
ing the streets. It’s a common occurrence 
in the UK, but quite unique to Texas. 

In addition to their restaurant and ca-
tering services, The Lion & Rose offers a 
fun, double decker experience with their 
1962 open-top Bristol bus. Take your 
party on the road with this show-stopper 
and piece of London history. The double 
decker can accommodate up to 45 guests 
and is available to rent for weddings and 
other special occasions.    

Cheers to Beers
A true British pub is a place to gath-

er for a great meal, warm conversation 
and of course, the fine beers. A fun and 
creative way to introduce this unique 
culture to your guests is to host a Brit-
ish Beer Sampling Party, or a special 
Birthday or Rehearsal Dinner with each 
course paired with a different UK beer.

Just like wine, beer comes in many 
varieties, styles and flavors. Look for 
beers that are harder to find, ones most 
guests would have never tasted be-
fore the event, such as Young’s Double 
Chocolate Stout, Wells Banana Bread 
Beer and Samuel Smith Oatmeal Stout. 
(These great beers and more are avail-
able through The Lion & Rose Cater-
ing’s Bartending Services!)

If you are unsure of what to serve, ask 
the experts at The Lion & Rose. Discov-
er a world of beers at this pub, and even 
host your Sampling Party in their private 
dining room. The Lion & Rose proudly 
serves over 70 different beers, many of 
which are imported from the UK. The 
hard part will be figuring out which new 
brew is your favorite!

For more tips on planning a British-
themed party, Reception or Rehearsal 
Dinner, contact us today!

The Lion & Rose
British Restaurant & Pub

210.878.0034
Catering@TheLionandRose.com

The Lion & Rose British Restaurant
& Pub


